
  
  
  
      
           
  
  
  
  

Attention All Bidders 
  
  

1. Read conditions of provisions and proposals.  
  

2. Bidder’s name and opening date must be placed on a sealed envelope containing the 
documents and the envelope plainly marked “Sealed RFP”.  
  

3. Awards are not made at the time of opening RFP. The usual procedure is to prepare a proposal 
abstract at time of opening. All proposals are subsequently reviewed by the requesting 
department or activity, which then makes a recommendation for award.  
  

4. This recommendation, with all proposals, goes before the Town council for final decision. 
After approval by the Council, purchase orders are issued to the successful bidder.  
  

5. Anyone who is unable to attend the proposal opening and wishes to receive proposal 
information may do so by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to the Town of 
Signal Mountain, 1111 Ridgeway Avenue, Signal Mountain, TN  37377.  
  

6. The Town of Signal Mountain, Tennessee does not discriminate based on race, color or 
national origin in federal or state sponsored programs, pursuant to Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (42 USC 2000d).  
  

  
  

 
Honna Rogers  
Town Manager  

    
  

  
  
  
  
  
     1111 Ridgeway Avenue  
             Signal Mountain, TN 37377  



                 (423) 886-2177  Fax (423) 886-2939   
TOWN OF SIGNAL MOUNTAIN  
  
     Request For Proposal (RFP)  
  
  

Date:    5/22/2009_  
  
Scope:  The Town of Signal Mountain is requesting proposals for a Skid Steer/ Mini Loader to 
facilitate stormwater projects involving public ditches, public culverts, and private driveway 
tiles. The machine will also be used to plant trees and shrubbery and potentially re-establish 
riparian buffer zones. The future purchase of other attachments is potentially possible and will be 
considered as part of the submitted proposal. The specifications requested by the Town are only 
a partial list of machine specifications which may be considered in the bid process; all machine 
specifications must be submitted with a proposal.   
  
Specifications for potential future attachments are not required but the Town encourages their 
inclusion with submitted proposals. All pertinent information for any machine(s) submitted in 
proposals must include all warranty, operational specifications and parameters, potential 
attachments, and any other pertinent information beyond those specifically required.  

  
     Provision  
  
The vendor shall identify any changes to the specification in detail. Vendor’s 
specifications, warranties, demonstrations of equipment (if requested in conditions), 
delivery dates and other information requested by the Town or identified by the proposal 
along with the proposal’s cost will be used to identify the best proposal as determined by 
the Town of Signal Mountain based upon the needs of the department.  
  
  

Special Provision:  
  

1) Demonstration IS requested upon demand for this RFP.  
                      

2) A bid bond of 5% of the total bid IS NOT required and must be 
authorized to do business in the State of Tennessee.  

  
3) A performance bond in the amount of 100% IS NOT required and must 

be authorized to do business in the State of Tennessee.   
  
  

 
Conditions:  

  
  
Proposal Form:  



  
1)  All proposed cost shall be submitted on the form provided with a clear explanation of     
changes in the specifications provided by the Town of Signal Mountain. These 
explanations shall be attached to the proposal form.  All quotations are to be firm offers 
for no less than ninety (90) days.  

  
  

Signature of Proposal:  
  

2)   Each proposal must provide the full name, business address, and 
phone     number of the proposer. The person signing the proposal form 
shall print or type name and title, and if requested by the purchasing agent, 
furnish satisfactory proof of his/her authority to bind the company to 
contract. Proposals must be typed or printed clearly; otherwise they will 
not be considered. Purchase orders will be issued on the firm name 
appearing on the proposal form. Person executing bid must affix his/her 
signature on the proposal.  

  
  
Delivery of Accepted Proposal:  

  
  3)  Must be FOB; 1111 Ridgeway Avenue; Signal Mountain, TN 37377; unless   
                           another location is identified on the proposal form.  
  

Cost of Proposal:  
  

4) The Town of Signal Mountain shall not pay any cost or expense in the 
preparation or submission of your proposal or for any other reasons in 
response to this RFP.  

  
  
 

Acceptance of Proposals:  
  

5) The purchasing Agent reserves the right to reject any and all proposals; 
to   waive any informality in proposals; to provide each participant 
bidder their award status only, without further explanation of 
evaluation; and unless otherwise specified by the proposer, to accept 
any item on the proposal. The award winning proposal will be based 
on the requirements of the provisions. If only one proposal is received, 
the Council reserves the right to reject the proposal.   
  

 
Error in Proposal:  

  
6) In case of error in the extension of prices in the proposal, the unit price 



will  govern. No proposal shall be altered, amended, or withdrawn 
after specified  time for opening proposal. Negligence on the part of 
the proposer in preparing proposal confers no right for the withdrawal 
of the proposal after it has been opened.  
  

 
Default of Contractor:  
  

7) In case of default of the contractor, the Purchasing Agent may procure 
the      articles or services from other sources and hold the contractor 
responsible for any cost occasioned thereby.  

  
Samples of Materials:  
  

8)  Samples of items, when required, must be furnished free of expense, 
prior to    

the opening of the proposal and if not destroyed, will upon request be 
returned at the proposer’s expense.  

  
Specifications:  
  

9) It is understood that reference to available specifications shall be 
sufficient to make the terms of such specifications binding on the 
contractor. The use of the name of a manufacturer, or any special brand or 
make in describing an item does not restrict the proposer to that 
manufacturer or specific article. Unless specifically stated, this means, 
being used simply to indicate the character or quality of the article desired; 
but the articles on which the name brand is submitted must be equal to or 
superior to that specified. When merchandize received from a successful 
proposer is not to be an equal by the requisitioned, it will be returned to 
vendor, shipping charges collect.  

  
  
10) The proposer must show the brand or trade name of the equipment 
which he is proposing, when applicable, as well as the unit price for each 
item on the proposal form, or the proposal will be subject to rejection.   

  
  

11) Proposals received after the specified time for opening, as shown on 
the RFP will not be considered. The Town of Signal Mountain will 
exercise the utmost care to prevent delays in handling proposals received 
by mail, but will not assume responsibility for late bids not due to 
negligence on the part of the employees of the Town.  

  
Inspection:  

12) Final inspection and acceptance or rejection will be made at delivery 



destination, but all materials and workmanship shall be subject to 
inspection and test at all times and places and when practicable, during 
manufacture. The right is reserved to reject articles which contain 
defective materials and workmanship. Rejected material shall be 
removed by and at the expense of the contractor. Final inspection and 
acceptance or rejection of the materials or supplies shall be made as 
promptly as practicable. Failure to inspect and accept or reject materials 
or supplies shall not impose liability on the Town of Signal Mountain.  

  
  

13) Contractors making improvements to, additions to, or repair work on 
real property on behalf of the Town of Signal Mountain must be 
properly licensed by the Town of Signal Mountain and are liable for any 
applicable sales or use tax on purchases of tangible personal property for 
use in connection with the contracts; contractors are likewise liable for 
any applicable use tax on tangible personal property furnished to them 
by the Town of Signal Mountain for use in connection with the 
contracts.  

  
14) During the performance of this contract, the contractor agrees as 

follows:         The contractor will not discriminate against any employee 
or applicant for    employment because of race, creed, color, National 
origin, mental, or  physical disability. The contractor will take 
affirmative action to ensure that applicants are employed, and that 
employees are treated during employment without regard to their race, 
creed, color, National origin, mental, or physical disability. Such action 
shall include, but not be limited to the Following: Employment, 
upgrading, demotion or transfer; recruitment or recruitment advertising; 
layoff or termination; rates of pay or other forms of compensation; and 
selection for training, including apprenticeship, the contractor agrees to 
post in conspicuous places available to employees and applicants for 
employment, notices to be provided setting forth the provisions of this 
nondiscrimination clause.  

  
  
  

 
Taxes:  
  

15) The Town of Signal Mountain is not subject to Federal Excise Tax nor 
State        or local sales tax, and Tax Exemption Certificate will be 
furnished as required.  

  
 

Mailing Proposal:  
  



  
16) The face of each envelope containing a proposal should bear the 

“Invitation to    RFP number and the date of proposal opening.  
  

 
Insurance:   
  

17)  Liability insurance coverage is required by the successful proposer. The 
minimum, unless stated otherwise is $300,000.00, and a certificate of 
insurance must be furnished to the Town of Signal Mountain where 
applicable.  

  
 

Penalty:  
  

18) In the event the delivery date (set by the vendor receiving the award) is 
not met for items proposed, the Town of Signal Mountain shall have the 
right to exercise one of the following two options:   

          A. Cancel acceptance of proposal and purchase order, or  
 
         B. Attach a 5% penalty per month or any fraction thereof on the total cost                         
of purchase.  
  

19) The Town of Signal Mountain does not discriminate on the basisof 
disability                   and will make reasonable accommodations for the 
disabled upon request.  

  
20) Should you have any questions, contact:  

  
Chuck Gearhiser, Stormwater Manager  
Town of Signal Mountain  
1111 Ridgeway Avenue  
Signal Mountain, TN 37377  

 
    423-886-2177  
    Email: hrogers@signalmountaintn.gov   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Town of Signal Mountain  



1111 Ridgeway Avenue, Signal Mountain, TN 37377 
  

  
RFP ISSUED TO: __ALL VENDORS_                                               DATE: _May 22, 2009__  
  
Sealed Proposals subject to the provisions and conditions hereof will be received until June 5, 

2009  
at __2:00__________EST and then publicly opened.  
  
Delivery charges are to be prepaid, and included in the proposal.  
  
DELIVER TO: Town of Signal Mountain, 1111 Ridgeway Avenue, Signal Mountain, TN 37377.  
  
  
Item            Quantity          Unit               Description                           Bid Price  
Number_______________________________________________________________________

____ 
________________________________________________________$_____________________

____  
________________________________________________________$_____________________

____  
________________________________________________________$_____________________

____  
________________________________________________________$_____________________

____  
________________________________________________________$_____________________

____  
  
  
SPECIFICATIONS:  
  
See attached specifications  
  
In compliance with the above RFP and subject to all the conditions hereof, the undersigned, 
offers, and agrees, to furnish and deliver any or all of the items upon which prices are quoted, at 
the price opposite each item after receipt of the order. The proposer agrees that this proposal 
shall be good and may not be withdrawn for period of 45 calendar days after the scheduled 
closing time for receiving proposals. The issuance of a Purchase Order based on this proposal 
shall constitute a contract.  
  
  
______________________________________                          
______________________________  
(Proposer’s Firm Name)                                                                          (Phone)   
______________________________________  
(Address)  



  
BY ___________________________________                        
________________________________  
(Signature of Person Authorized to Sign Proposal)                                 (Title)  
  
  
  
  

Specifications for Skid Steer/ Mini Loader  
  

The following specifications are the minimum acceptable standards for the skid steer/ 
mini loader; any specifications listed are considered essential factors to be considered 
when bid documents are opened and examined. Any alternative specifications will be 
considered in terms of whether they meet or exceed the specified requirements.  
  
     Working Range  
Dump angle @ max. Height between 35 and 45 degrees  
Dump Height with standard bucket minimum of 85 inches  
Dump reach at max. Height minimum of 25 inches  
Minimum standard bucket width of 65 inches  
  
     Performance  
Minimum operating capacity of 1800 lbs.  
Tipping load of +/- 4000 lbs.  
Operating weight (without attachments) less than 7500 lbs.  
Lift breakout force minimum of 3000 lbs.  
Tilt breakout force minimum of 3000 lbs.  
Push force minimum of 3000 lbs.  
  
     Engine/ Electrical  
4 cylinder, liquid-cooled diesel or gas engine with a minimum 60 hp. Engine must meet 
applicable EPA emission standards.  
Spark arrestor muffler, dual element air cleaner, with cold weather assist for diesel 
engines.  
Battery shall be 12 volt or greater with minimum of 500 cold cranking amps.  
Alternator shall be minimum of 80 amps.  
Diesel starting aid should automatically activate glow plugs.  
  
     Drive System  
Fully hydrostatic four-wheel drive.  
Transmission shall be variable tandem hydrostatic piston pumps driving two fully 
reversing hydrostatic motors.  
Drive chains shall not require periodic adjustments.  
Final drive axles shall be a minimum of 2 inches in diameter.  
  
     Hydraulic System  



Pump type capable of providing sufficient power to meet operating specs for bucket, lift 
arm and attachment operations.  
High flow Hydraulics capabilities for any high flow attachments purchased at future date.  
All hydraulic specifications for submitted equipment for bids must accompany bid 
submittal.  
  
     Capacities   
Fuel tank minimum of 20 gallons.  
Cooling system must be adequate to support engine specs.  
Engine oil must be adequate to support engine specs.  
Both hydraulic reservoir and system capacities must be adequate to support all specs.  
  
     Loader Instrumentation  
All gauges and warning lights will be in operator’s line of sight and the system will alert 
the operator of any malfunctions with both audible alarm and visual warning lights.  
  
     Attachments  
Any proposed equipment for this bid must have the ability to utilize attachments. The 
possible future purchase of the following but not limited to attachments will be 
considered in the bid submittal process:  
Auger  
Backhoe  
Box Blade  
Various Buckets  
Jack Hammer  
Concrete Mixer and/or pump  
Grader  
Grapple, industrial and/or roots  
Landscape rake  
Scraper  
Spreader  
Tree Spade  
Trencher  
Vibrating Roller  
And any other available attachments.  
  
     Warranty   
All warranty information must be included in submitted proposals.  

 
 


