
TOWN OF SIGNAL MOUNTAIN 

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

OCTOBER 2000 



TOWN OF SIGNAL MOUNTAIN 

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

CHAPTER ONE - EXECUTIVE SUMMARYIDEVELOPMENT POLICY PLAN 
SECTION ONE - OVERVIEW 

A. Introduction 
B. Future Land Use Map 

SECTION TWO - DEVELOPMENT POLICY PLAN 
A. Development Goals 
B. Development Objectives and Policies 

1. General Development and Growth Management 
2. Residential 
3. Utilities 
4. Transportation 
5. Industrial 
6. Vacant Landlopen Space 
7. Commercial and Other Non-Residential Uses 

CHAPTER TWO - BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
SECTION ONE - OVERVIEW 

A. Introduction 9 
B. Mission Statement 9 
C. Purpose of the Plan 9 
D. History of the Town of Signal Mountain 10 

SECTION TWO - POPULATION 
A. Introduction 12 
B. Trends 13 
C. Density 15 
D. Components of Population Change 15 
E. Population Projections 17 

SECTION THREE - TOWN GOVERNMENTICOMMUNITY FACILITIES 
A. Municipal Overview 18 
B. Description of Existing Buildings/Facilities 19 
C. Water System 2 1 
D. Sewer System 2 1 
E. Police Department 22 
F. Fire Department 22 
G. Hamilton County Ambulance 23 
H. Walden's Ridge Emergency Services 23 
I. Garbage Collection 23 
J. Brush Collection 23 
K. Leaf Collection 23 



Street Maintenance 
Library 
Recreational Programs 
Building Inspection 
Animal Control 
Planning and Zoning 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
Design Review Commission 
Schools 
Other Utilities 
Prentice Cooper State Forest 
Boy ScoutsIGirl Scouts 
Civic Clubs 
The Arts 
Churches 

CHAPTER THREE - DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
SECTION ONE - OVERVIEWIISSUES 

A. Background 3 0 
B. Format of the Plan 30 
C. Definition of Study Area 3 1 
D. Key Issues in the Future Development of the Region 3 1 
E. General Characteristics of the Region 3 2 
F. Future Land Use Map 32 
G. Signal Mountain's Vision of its Future 3 2 
H. Description of Land Use Classifications on Future Land Use Map 33 

1. Residential Areas 3 3 
2. Non-Residential Areas 34 

I. New Maximum Permitted Density Standards for Zoning Districts 35 
SECTION TWO - DEVELOPMENT GOALS 3 6 
SECTION THREE - OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES 

A. Introduction and Background 3 7 
B. General Development and Growth Management 

1. Assure the Integrity of the Natural Environment 38 
2. Town-Wide Historic Preservation Program 3 8 

C. Residential 
1. General Land UseIInfiastructure Characteristics 38 
2. Policies and Actions 3 9 

D. Utilities 
1. Summary Statement of Issues/Policies 4 1 

1. Master Plan for WaterISewerage Services 
. . 4 1 
11. Stormwater Management Policies 
. . . 

42 
111. Provisions of Essential Services 42 
iv. Other 43 



E. Transportation 
1. Summary Statement of Issues 43 

1. Introduction 43 
2. Transportation Plan - Roadways and Thoroughfares 44 

1. Roadway Functional Classifications 
. . 44 
11. Roadway Improvements Recommendations 
. . . 46 
in. Timing and Phasing of Improvements 47 
iv. Accessibility Policies 48 
v. Transportation Plan's Relationship to Alternative 

Modes of Transportation 
F. Industrial 

1. Summary Statement of Issues 
2. Policy 

G. Vacant Landlopen Space 
1. Introduction 
2. Summary Statement of Environmental Concerns 
3. Policies and Actions 

H. Commercial 
1. Policies and Actions 

i. Alternative Designs . . 
11. Public Facilities in Commercial Developments 
iii. Civic Design 
iv. Location 
v. Traffic Studies 
vi. Design Standards 
vii. Public Space ... 
vm. Cooperation for Revitalization 
ix. Community Design Standards and Guidelines 

CHAPTER FOUR - IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
SECTION ONE - GENERAL DEVELOPMENT 
SECTION TWO - RESIDENTIAL 
SECTION THREE - COMMERCIAL 
SECTION FOUR - PUBLICISEMI-PUBLIC FACILITIES 
SECTION FIVE - UTILITIES 
SECTION SIX - VACANT LANDIOPEN SPACE 
SECTION SEVEN - TRANSPORTATION 

APPENDIX 

Sewerage Service Master Plan 



LIST OF TABLES AND EXHIBITS 

Tables 
1. 1 Signal Mountain Population 
1.2 Town of Signal Mountain Population by Age (1 950- 1990) 
1.3 Town of Signal Mountain Population by Age (1 960- 1990) 
1.4 Land Area-Square Miles/Population Density-Square -Miles 
1.5 Natural Increase 
1.6 Median Age (Years) 
1.7 Net Migration 
1.8 Place of Residence 5 years Prior to Census for Population Age 5 and Older 
1. 9 Population Projection to 20 1 0 

Exhibits 

3- 1 Study Area Map 
3-2 Existing Land Use Map 
3-3 Growth Management Factors 
3-5 Transportation Plan 
3-6 Pedestrian Trail Bikeway Plan 
3-7 Natural Constraints in Developing Areas 
E- 1 Potential Sewer Master Plan 

Page 
13 
14 
14 
15 
16 
16 
16 
17 
18 


