
The Town Council of the Town of Signal Mountain held its regular monthly meeting on 
Monday, September 1 I, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. Those present were: 

Mayor William 0 .  Leonard, I11 
Vice-Mayor Stephen Ruffin 
Councilmember Robert V. Linehart, Jr. 
Councilmember Lizetta Paturalski 
Councilmember Robert E. White, I1 

Also present were: Town Manager Diana Campbell 
Town Attorney Phillip Noblett 
Acting Town Recorder Sherry Morrison 
See attached list for others present 

Mayor Leonard called the meeting to order and asked representatives fiom the Fire 
Department to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. He thanked the Police and 
Firefighters for making our community a safe place to live. Mayor Leonard offered the 
prayer. The Acting Town Recorder called the roll and all Councilmembers were present. 

Councilmember Linehart moved that the minutes of the August 14, 2006, 7:00 p.m. 
regular meeting be approved. Vice-Mayor Ruffin seconded the motion and it passed four 
to one with Mayor Leonard abstaining since he was not present at that meeting. 
Councilmember Linehart moved that the minutes of the August 18,2006,s p.m. special 
called meeting be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Paturalski 
and passed unanimously. Councilmember Linehart moved that the minutes of the 
September 8, 2006, 8:30 a.m. special workshop meeting be approved. Councilmember 
Paturalski seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Ms. Tracey McHugh, president of the Green Giant Swim Team, presented the trophies 
won during the summer of 2006. She also thanked the Council for helping the swim 
team buy eight new starting blocks. 

The first resolution before the Council was "A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE 
EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF ONE OR MORE LOAN AGREEMENTS FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FUNDS FOR FINANCING CERTAIN PUBLIC 
WORKS PROJECTS, CONSISTING OF THE AQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION, AND 
EQUIPPING OF A NEW HIGH SCHOOL/MIDDLE SCHOOL FOR THE TOWN OF 
SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, TENNESSEE. Mr. Noblett explained the provisions of the 
resolution. Mayor Leonard asked if SunTrust Bank would be the appointed trustee? Mr. 
Noblett said they would receive a small amount of money as trustee. Councilmember 
Linehart moved that the resolution be approved. Councilmember Paturalski seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. Councilmember Linehart said he appreciated the 
work that had been put in on this by the Town Manager and it had made it much easier 
for the Council to make decisions. Councilmember White agreed with Councilmember 
Linehart. The Mayor said after much deliberation, the Council decided on the Tennessee 
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Municipal Bond Fund. Councilmember Linehart asked about the fourth paragraph 
mentioning Clarksville. Mr. Noblett explained why it was. He said the folks at SunTrust 
did an outstanding job with their presentations. He said the Council appreciated their 
proposal, but thought the TN Municipal Bond Fund was best for the Town. Ms. 
Campbell pointed out that the loan was not to exceed $7.7 million. She said she 
understood the Council would like to take the amount of money the Town already had 
and subtract that so it would be something like $7.1 million and on top of that there 
would be the loan closing seven tenths percent and the ten-year cap fee. She said it 
would be near to $7,3 12,000.00. The motion passed unanimously. 

The second resolution before the Council was "A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING 
OFFICIAL INTENT THAT CERTAIN EXPENDITURES TO BE INCURREED IN 
CONNECTION WITH CERTAIN PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS AND RELATED 
EXPENDITURES BE REIMBURSED FROM PROCEEDS OF NOTES, BONDS, OR 
OTHER INDEBTEDNESS TO BE ISSUED OR INCURRED BY THE TOWN OF 
SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, TENNNESSEE". Mr. Noblett explained that this resolution 
said if the Town had any expenditure between then and the time the bond funds actually 
went into play that the Town would be able to use the funds and could be reimbursed 
from the bond funds for them. Councilmember Paturalski moved that the resolution be 
approved. Councilmember White seconded the motion. Mayor Leonard noted there was 
a blank line at the "not to exceed" dollar amount on page 2 Section 2. of his copy of the 
resolution. Mr. Noblett explained the "not to exceed" dollar amount would be $7.7 
million. Councilmember Linehart asked if another motion should be made as amended. 
Councilmember Paturalski moved that the resolution be approved as amended. 
Councilmember Linehart seconded the motion as amended and it passed unanimously. 

The third resolution before the Council was "A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 
AWARD OF A CONTRACT TO KLEENCO CONSTRUCTION OF TENNESSEE FOR 
THE PAVING OF PORTIONS OF MIDDLE CREEK ROAD, GLAMIS CIRCLE, AND 
ROLLING WAY, AND THE STRIPING OF SELECTED STREETS WITHIN THE 
TOWN OF SIGNAL MOUNTAIN DURING THE FALL OF 2006 IN THE AMOUNT 
OF ONE HUNDRED FORTY-EIGHT THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED NINETH- 
ONE AND 70/100 DOLLARS ($148,891.70), AND AUTHORIZING THE TOWN 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE ANY NECESSARY DOCUMENTS IN CONNECTION 
WITH THIS AWARD." Mayor Leonard thanked Public Works Director, Loretta 
Hopper, for the outstanding job she had done for the Town. Councilmember Linehart 
moved that the resolution be approved. Vice-Mayor Ruffin seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

The fourth resolution before the Council was "A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 
TOWN MANAGER TO CONTINUE IN AN AGREEMENT WITH THE HUMANE 
EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE CONTROL OF ANIMALS, RABIES 
CONTROL, EDUCATION CONCERNING ANIMALS TO THE PUBLIC AND PET 
THERAPY TO AREA NURSING HOMES FOR ANOTHER TWELVE (12) MONTH 
PERIOD ENDING JUNE 30, 2007, IN A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$26,417.52". Mayor Leonard said for two years the Town had wanted a situation report 
on the Humane Society's response to the Town's animal control needs. Ms. Campbell 
said since last year the HES had been checking with the Police Department when they 
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were working on the mountain and did have reports of their contacts with people. She 
said the Town had received more information than in the past. The Mayor asked if she 
thought they were responsive to the community needs. Ms. Campbell said yes, now. Mr. 
Noblett said there was not an increase fiom last year. Councilmember Linehart moved 
that the resolution be approved. Vice-Mayor Ruffin seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. Councilmember Paturalski asked Ms. Campbell about the pet therapy to 
area nursing homes if the HES had ever done that in the Town. Ms. Campbell said she 
was not aware of any, but that was part of the plan the provided. Vice-Mayor Ruffin said 
he had not been satisfied with their services. He said the Town could not provide that 
service and there was no other alternative. Vice-Mayor Ruffin said he preferred to give 
the HES a statement that the Town would expect some other things they list that they do 
that they had not provided. He said someone should watch it. The motion passed 
unanimously with a letter attached saying the Town expected solid performance and 
continued reports. 

The first ordinance to be passed on second reading was "AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 
THE RATE OF TAXATION ON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY IN THE TOWN OF 
SIGNAL MOUNTAIN HEREINAFTER KNOWN AS THE "FY 2006-2007 BUDGET 
ORDINANCE" TO PROVIDE REVENUE FOR THE TOWN OF SIGNAL 
MOUNTAIN DURING THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2006, AND 
ENDING JUNE 30,2007, AND APPROPRIATING SAME TO THE PAYMENT OF 
THE EXPENSES OF THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT DURING SAID FISCAL 
YEAR, INCLUDING NECESSARY BOND FINANCING REPAYMENTS FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW HIGH SCHOOLMIDDLE SCHOOL WITHIN THE 
TOWN; FIXING THE RATE OF TAXATION ON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY IN 
THE TOWN OF SIGNAL MOUNTAIN FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006-2007 AND THE 
TIME TAXES AND PRIVILEGES ARE DUE, HOW THEY SHALL BE PAID, WHEN 
THEY SHALL BECOME DELINQUENT; AND PROVIDING FOR INTEREST AND 
PENALTIES ON ALL DELINQUENT TAXES AND PRIVILEGES OWNED TO THE 
TOWN OF SIGNAL MOUNTAIN AND APPROPRIATING SAME TO THE 
PAYMENT OF THE EXPENSES OF THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT DURING 
SAID FISCAL YEAR". Mr. Noblett said the ordinance included a revised tax rate of 
$1.775 on every one hundred dollars of assessed value of property in the Town. 
Councilmember Paturalski moved that the ordinance be passed on second reading. 
Councilmember White seconded the motion passed unanimously. 

The second ordinance to be passed on second reading was "AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING SECTION 18-107 OF THE TOWN CODE TO ESTABLISH A RATE 
SCHEDULE FOR WATER RATES WITHIN THE TOWN OF SIGNAL MOUNTAIN". 
Mr. Noblett said at last month's meeting there was an amendment to this section. He said 
the Town had to include the rates for tap-on fees and yard meter rates, which were 
requested at $650 for a tap-on fee and $350 yard meter costs at a flat rate. He said the 
amended version included that and was passed on first reading as amended with that 
change. Mayor Leonard said that was to pass along the 4.1 percent increase by the 
Tennessee American Water Company. Ms. Campbell said the tap-on rate was not a 
percentage and that the Town was just trying to get in line with other cities. 
Councilmember Linehart moved that the ordinance be passed on second reading. Vice- 
Mayor Ruffin seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
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The last ordinance to be considered on second reading was "AN ORDINANCE 
CHANGING THE NAME OF EDWARDS POINT ROAD BEGINNING AT MIDDLE 
CREEK TO THE INTERSECTION OF SHACKLEFORD RIDGE ROAD TO 
"TIMBERLINKS" DRIVE. Mr. Noblett said this was only avoiding a dispute about 
the name of the roadway. He said at the middle of Middle Creek, for some reason, the 
name Timberlinks changed to Edwards Point Road. He said, that name, since it was 
going to be a connection all around the Town and Shackleford Ridge, he said, had been 
recommended that the name of Timberlinks be continued through the junction with 
Edwards Point, Edwards Point would go off to the left, and Shackleford Ridge would 
start from that point. He said that would make it easier for emergency people to be able 
to find an area and it would be easier to have addressing in the area. Councilmember 
Linehart moved that the ordinance be passed on second reading. Vice-Mayor Ruffin 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Ms. Anne Rosa, President of the Signal Mountain Playhouse, and Dick Gee representing 
the Playhouse addressed the Council asking for the Council's help. She said the 
Playhouse Board had proposed some additional enhancements to the area used being for 
three purposes-1) to acquire more space 2) provide additional comfort for the citizens of 
the community, and 3) to enhance some of the safety issues they felt should be dealt with. 
She said the first thing was to deal with space issues. She said their tech booth was based 
on old technology. She said they did not have enough room for all the tools and they 
would like to basically double that space. She said the second spaced that needed 
expansion was for their orchestra. She said this summer they had a 28-piece orchestra; 
and they wanted to double the space there. She said in addition to the seating space, they 
wanted to add on some storage space. She said the next issue was comfort. She said the 
wooden seats were great but got a little hard before the show was over. She said they 
wanted to change to more updated technology and use recycled, softer, and less prone to 
splinters. She said the third phase of the project was the stairways and walkways and 
absence of railings. She said they wanted to upgrade the stairs by installing cement or 
something more permanent and begin with at least one set of railings. She said they felt 
those proposals would be acceptable for grants and would like to start that process. She 
said the estimated cost of these enhancements was $50,000 to $65,000. Councilmember 
Paturalski asked if some of that would be covered by grants. Ms. Rosa said yes, that the 
$50,000 to $65,000 was the maximum cost of the work. Councilmember White asked if 
they had new the timing on research of the grant, an amount and how long it would take 
to get it. Ms. Rosa said the grant proposal was supposed to be submitted by February. 
She did not know how much they could get or when. Councilmember White asked if 
they could do the work in stages. She said she thought they were going to try to do parts 
of it, but when they got to the seats, stairs, and railings that all had to be done at once. 

Councilmember Linehart asked whom the grant application was being made out to. Ms. 
Rosa said they would be doing it through the Town of Signal Mountain with the Signal 
Mountain Playhouse as an adjunct of the Town through the Parks and Recreation area. 
Councilmember Linehart asked if the grant was through the State of Tennessee. She said 
yes. Vice-Mayor Ruffin asked if they needed the Town's approval to seek the grant. She 
said just the Town's cooperation. Councilmember Linehart said they were absolutely in 
favor of that. Councilmember White asked if there were any foundations in the City of 
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Chattanooga that might focus on the arts. Vice-Mayor Ruffin said they essentially 
needed the Town's cooperation to seek the grant but that they were not necessarily asking 
the Town for $65,000. She said there might be some others funds not covered by the 
grant that they might have to go back and ask the Town for. Councilmember Linehart 
said this Council had made contributions outside of budget for recreation, education, and 
he thought this was extremely important to making the Town enjoyable. 

Mayor Leonard noticed they had $33,000 in the Playhouse banking account. He said 
they could not wipe that out because they had to buy equipment, costumes, etc. for 
success plays. He said he assumed they were contemplating using a portion of that and 
then grant money and then some cooperation from the citizens of this Town. The Mayor 
said the Town was confined by geography at the Playhouse. He said there were people 
coming from all over to the plays. He said that landlocked area had had some drainage 
work, old bathrooms taken out, and had done improvement the Town had contributed. 
He said he wondered had there been a discussion about the possible relocation of that 
site. He said for instance, out at what could be, and this was not our property, but what he 
was talking about was site 1 at Shackleford Ridge. He said maybe instead of pouring 
money into the old area, they might think about relocating. Ms. Rosa responded by 
saying they loved their little corner of their world and had not entertained that idea. 

Councilmember Linehart asked the seating capacity of the Playhouse. Ms. Rosa said 350 
possibly 450. Councilmember Linehart asked how many they would have on a typical 
night and Ms. Rosa said fiom 200 to 250. Councilmember Linehart said it looked like, 
fiom the design, the booth would take up some seating capacity. She said a minimal 
amount. Councilmember Linehart asked who made the estimates on these 
improvements. Ms. Rosa said an architect. Councilmember Linehart asked what was 
the next step. Ms. Rosa said permission to proceed with the grant application. She said 
she had high hopes of getting the grant and soon. Mr. Noblett said the Council would 
have to approve the specific grant the Playhouse was going after. Mayor Leonard said 
the Town was in support of that institution and the Town would be glad to provide a 
letter, etc. He said later a resolution would have to be passed. Ms. Rosa said they have 
28 people on their board. Councilmember Linehart asked for a list of the board members. 
Councilmember White said if they got their grant and moved forward, he would 
personally raise $5,000 for them. Mr. Noblett said this was on Town property and if 
something were going to be built or improved substantially on Town property, there 
would need to be a general plan by an engineer or architect before that occurred and there 
would have to be compliance with the National Building Code. 

Ms. Dee Dee Raulston, Chairman of the Library Board, said on August 14 the Library 
Board, the Friends of the Library, the volunteers and patrons asked the Town Council to 
respond to several requests regarding the status of the Town Library. She said no one 
had responded and since that August 14 meeting the patrons had asked about the 
memorials, the honorariums, and the funds generated by the Friends of the Library. She 
said while they were actively pursuing hiring a new Librarian, they wanted assurance that 
the gifts to the Library be simply that, gifts, and not monies to augment the General Fund 
and that the library continued to exist in its present location. Ms. Raulston personally 
thanked Mary Scott Norris, Eileen Sullivan, Dot Timmerman, and Ashley Thornton and 
volunteers for graciously keeping the Library going in this difficult time. Mayor 
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Leonard agreed with Ms. Raulston about the dedication of the employees, Board, Friends, 
etc. for keeping the Library going. 

Ms. Campbell said if there were donations they had to be reported as revenue and in the 
past they had been reported as revenue. She said the Head Librarian with the Library 
Board had worked on a budget of what to spend the funds on. She said it had to be 
reported as part of the Library funds. Ms. Raulston said people had donated money for 
specific things, which had to be reported in the budget as donations. She said in quite a 
few cases that money had been requested to be subtracted from what the Library had 
requested from the Town on the budget. She said they felt the donations should be used 
for the purpose it was given, to purchase a book in honor or memory of someone, and not 
have to go through the Town funds that were allocated to the Library. Councilmember 
Linehart said he thought she was looking for an answer fiom the Council and he 
suggested that the Library Board go to one of the workshops so he could better 
understand what their concern was. He said he thought this would be a good topic for a 
workshop during September. He said he was confused. He had sat through two budget 
presentations fiom the Library, and he said he thought he understood what she was 
saying. He said for instance if you got $10,000 of donations going in, that same $1 0,000 
also would go out in terms of expenses but would be directed by the Librarian. He said 
the Town counted that as revenue going in, but it was also a line item for items going out 
specifically what it was directed for and the Board did not want that donation being used 
for Town revenue or Town funds. Councilmember Linehart said he thought there were 
other departments that received donations, but he did not remember penalizing the 
Library in any form. He said he agreed with the Library Board about where the 
donations went. He said if they had done then he apologized because it was not 
appropriate. He said the Library's budget had been increased the last two years and that 
there must have been misunderstanding on the budget. She said they welcomed sitting 
down with the Council. Ms. Raulston reported they had 16 applicants for the Head 
Librarian position. She hoped by this time next month they would have a 
recommendation. Vice-Mayor Ruffm said he had been on the Council six years, and he 
thought the Library's budget had been increased each year. Councilmember Linehart said 
he wanted the Town Manager, since the Librarian reported to the Town Manager, to 
schedule a time to meet with the Library Board to discuss the matters. Ms. Raulston said 
the budget had gone up because of salaries, benefits, etc. Mayor Leonard said he had 
talked with Library representatives about the rumors of the Library being moved. He said 
there had been no discussion of that and he did not know where that started and that the 
rumor simply was not true. Mayor Leonard said in the search for a Librarian, he was 
glad the Library Board and Town were working together on this. He said he had called 
around to other towns, and Signal Mountain was paying on the upper end of the scale of 
Librarians' salaries. Ms. Raulston introduced the members of the Library Board who 
were present. 

Ms. Lou Oliphant had no report. She said the Planning Commission would be meeting 
Thursday night a 7 p.m at the Town Hall. 

Vice-Mayor Ruffin said this was a special day, a dark day, September 11. He said he had 
a letter from Gulfport, Mississippi, that slapped a rude awakening to his face. He said it 
was about a year ago the Gulfport area had been hit by hurricane Katrina. He said he had 
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gone to Gulfport on September 2 and did some work there and then on September 12 he 
had gone to New Orleans and had done some work there. He said he was in that area 
lately and they still had no electricity, people are still living in tents. He said this is the 
US.- so wake up. He said it ripped his heart out and wanted the people here to remember 
the people in that area in their prayers. He stated the reason he was not running for 
Council again was he promised he would limit himself to two terms. He said he really 
enjoyed being on the Town Council; he enjoyed working with the Council and having the 
opportunity to have his say. He said he had turned in his packet to run and had every 
intention to run and August 18 he got very sick and ended up with pneumonia. He said 
while he was ill he decided he wanted to spend some more time with his family. He 
said he had been on the Council for six years and he thanked the other Councilmembers 
for their cooperation and thanked the citizens for giving him the opportunity to serve as 
Councilmember. 

Councilmember Linehart said the Council had sent a Plan of Services to the Planning 
Commission to consider annexation of Fox Run and Windtree last month. He said the 
Planning Commission was meeting on Thursday and assumed that would be on the 
agenda. Ms. Oliphant said no. He said that was good. He said he felt like they were 
rushing into this and he was not sure they did due diligence with evaluating that Plan of 
Services. He said the Town Manager did a great job of putting it together and the 
Department Heads also did a good job getting together the information on the services 
their individual departments would provide. He said the new Council would have to live 
with the service and all the issues, good and bad that may come up as a result of that 
service. He said he thought it would be a good idea to pass on Fox Run and Windtree 
and allow the new Council make the decision on that. He said one disadvantage was in 
the plan to annex those properties and to bring them in. He said they were using the 
Town's services anyway and he thought it made sense to annex those properties. He 
said the former Councils were wise to purchase the land to build a firehouse, at some 
point, and to accrue $400,000 to build that firehouse. He said they knew the previous 
Councils had put together plans toward that end and toward whatever growth may occur 
on Shackleford Ridge. He said he thought it would be better to defer to the next Council 
just because there are some implications there. He said another disadvantage was if 
there was a year delay before receiving revenue from the annexation-for example, those 
neighborhoods out there- if the Town to annex them, say October 15, using a hypothetical 
date, the Town would need to provide services starting October 15, but the Town would 
not be able to tax them for those services until the following year. He said if the next 
Council decided to annex them, say January 15,2007, the Town would not be able to tax 
them until January 2008, and would not receive money until the fall of 2008. The Town 
would really be going two years without revenue, which is a disadvantage. He said there 
was also a desire from his standpoint to annex those communities so they could pay their 
fair share of the high school tax. He said they would be taking advantage of the school 
being built out there and felt it only fair they pay their portion of the tax. 

Councilmember Paturalski said she was concerned about the timing as well since this was 
already September if they were going to do it, it should be effective December 31. She 
said the Planning Commission needed time to look at it and let the Council know what 
they thought about it. She said at this point it would be too rushed. Councilmember 
Linehart said the Town had been moving in this direction since 1998. He said it was not 



Page 8 - Minutes of the September 11,2006, Council Meeting 

fair to say it was this Council's decision. He said he thought it was the right thing to do, 
but he thought it should be timely, orderly and that those people deserved the same great 
services that the people of our Town received. 

Councilmember White said with the annexation of these areas and other growth that may 
occur, it would help the high school debt could be paid off sooner. 

Councilmember Linehart said there had been quite a bit of exaggeration, untruths and 
misrepresentation of what the Council passed in the zoning ordinances in the last two 
Council meetings. He said the person who called him about cutting the Librarian's 
salary in half, that Council had eliminated some reading program for children, and then 
moving the Library to the high school was preposterous. He said this person was also 
very active in the recall group. He did not know if there was intent to distort what the 
Council was doing and he hoped not because that was disingenuous, dishonest and 
unethical. He said the constant thing the Council heard was they had approved seven 
homes per acre. He said the major thing the Council really did was, changing the lot size 
from one half acre down to one third and the creation to the alternative zone that allowed 
2.25 homes per gross acre. He said those were the two major components of the changes 
and that was it. He said the seven homes per acre was in the previous zoning ordinance. 
He repeated - it was in the previous zoning ordinance, under high-density residential. He 
said it was in the current one also, but that was not what they focused on. He said what 
they passed did not allow seven homes per acre. He said there seemed to be a mean spirit 
with all the things he had heard on talk radio shows and seen in the newspaper, etc. He 
said people had called his home and said they were misled with the recall issue. He said 
that was so uncivil. He said he heard awfd things about Robert White when he had 
donated his own money to fund so many projects and help to raise hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for projects on the mountain. He said he felt the recall would fail and after it 
did the Town could go together again and find other ways to resolve issues. 

Councilmember White thanked Vice-Mayor Ruffin. He said they did not know each 
other when they started out four years ago and probably had misconceptions about each 
other. He said they probably disagreed more than the others, but they totally respected 
each others opinions. He said this had been a great experience for four years. He said he 
understood and respected Vice-Mayor Ruffin's opinions. He said the reason he voted for 
the ordinance was he felt the Town needed smart controlled growth. He said he had tried 
to keep a positive attitude during the process and had heard the talk shows and had been 
asked many times if he owned property on Shackleford Ridge. He said he did not. He 
asked the people to look at the facts themselves and not let other people make decisions 
for them. He said he thought they felt like they had done what was best for the health of 
the Town for many years to come and the future. 

Mr. Noblett said he understood there had been some kind of recall petition filed with the 
Election Commission but that he had not received a copy of that yet. He said pursuant to 
the Charter in Section 12 there were specific requirements involved when a recall petition 
was filed. He said those provisions stated that as soon as it was filed, the Chairman of the 
Election Commission should notify the Councilmember that a petition had been filed. He 
said on receipt of it, the incumbent may resign from his office and then the recall petition 
would terminate. Mr. Noblett said they could resign from office and therefore the recall 
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proceedings would terminate immediately at that point. He said as the Council's attorney 
he did not think he would recommend that they resign. He said it was a political decision 
they could make. He said he was just giving them the law as it was in the Charter. He 
said if they did not resign from office within ten days after notice of the filing of the 
petition pursuant to Section 12 of the Charter, the Hamilton County Election Commission 
would then arrange a recall election and that recall election would happen at a regular 
election. He assumed in this case it would be in November 2006. Mr. Noblett said at that 
point in time, Councilmember had the option to resign at any time prior to the recall 
election and the election would not be held. He advised the Council as their attorney to 
consider that. He said he would advise them it was not required that they resign at any 
point in time. Mr. Noblett said the provisions of the recall election were dictated by the 
Charter of the City of Chattanooga and on the election ballot, there would be an election 
provision for each person the recall was directed towards saying shall that person be 
recalled and removed from office of whatever position you were holding there would be a 
yes or no line beside each provision of the ballot, and if a majority of the voters who 
voted on the questions say yes, then the incumbent shall be recalled and removed. He 
said if the majority of the voters said no, then the person stays in office. He said that 
would continue regardless. He said the only provision a Councilmember should be 
concerned about as far as a recall, if there was a removal from office, there was a 
provision in the Charter that says that anyone who had either been recalled or who had 
resigned fiom office after a recall petition was directed against that person shall not be 
eligible for appointment to any office in the Town within two years after removal or 
resignation. He said at that time there was no penalty against any member of the Council 
for seeing this thing through the election time. He said as their attorney they would 
probably see this thing out. 

Ms. Campbell suggested that the Council discuss setting up a candidates' forum. Mayor 
Leonard said as was customary at election time, the Town encouraged a candidate's 
forum for the community to meet the candidates and hear what they had to say. He said 
one of the sessions was held at MACC and generally Alexian Village hosted one in their 
Town Hall. He said regarding the MACC, Ms Campbell had a schedule of dates that 
were available. He asked the candidates to get in touch with Ms. Campbell about the 
available dates. He said the forums were generally held in October. He asked the 
candidates present to stand up and introduce themselves. Mr. Greg Goodgame, Ms 
Annette Allen, Mr. Hershel Dick, and Dr. Paul Hendrix were present and introduced 
themselves. The Mayor wished them all good luck. Councilmember Linehart said in 
2004 Alexian Village had theirs forum on Tuesday, October 5, and MACC had theirs on 
Tuesday, October 19. He thought the two-week spacing was good. Councilmember 
Linehart said if Alexian was not planning on having one this year, he thought there 
should be two hosted by the Town. Mayor Leonard thanked the community for their 
condolences in the death of his father. He announced that the City Council of 
Greensboro, North Carolina, read a resolution honoring his father for his civic work in 
Greensboro. He thanked everyone for their patience and understanding. He apologized 
to the community for not being present at the August 14 meeting. He thanked the Vice- 
Mayor for presiding. 
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