Conserving our Green Space
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What is the proposal?
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That we place e S
conservation s i
easements on
important town
parks and other
areas to ensure that
they cannot be sold
off for development

A few years ago Sam Powell, approached the council about placing a conservation
easement on Rainbow Lake and Green Gorge Park.

Late last year we asked Parks Board to discuss the idea and make an official
recommendation

They identified additional land owned by the town they believe is important to protect.



What is a conservation easement?

A conservation
easement is a tool
used by landowners
to protect natural
resources and
preserve scenic
open space.

A conservation easement is a tool often used by private landowners who have large tracts
of land that they want to preserve in their natural state,

Lookout Mountain has large swaths of privately owned land with conservation easements.

But the conservation easement is a tool that is being used more and more by state and
local governments.

I'll give examples of some a bit later.



The landowner who seeks an easement limits the right
to develop and subdivide the land, now and in the
future, but still remains the owner.

If the town were to place conservation easements on the identified parcel, we would have
an insurance policy that the land would remain undeveloped and accessible to the public
forever.



Land Trusts

* Enier into an agreement with property
owner

* Monitor the land—generally once a year

* Defend the easement should it be
threatened

A conservation easement is typically held by an organization called a land trust who enters
into an agreement with the property owner, monitors the land once a year to ensure that
the agreement is being honored and defends the easement should there be an attempt to
use the land for any purpose outside of the agreement.



The Tennessee River Gorge Trust

We have talked to the Tennessee River Gorge Trust, and their board has agreed in principal
to hold the easements for us.

Their executive director Jim Brown is with us tonight as is Mr. George Caudle, a long time
board member and attorney, who has assisted with many conservation agreements.

They are here to help answer any questions you may have.



TRGT Mission Statement

The mission of the Tennessee River Gorge Trust
is to enrich our community by conservation of
'Tennessee's Grand Canyon' through land
protection, education and the promotion of
good land stewardship.

TRGT was founded in 1981 and is under the direction of a volunteer board and has a
professional staff.




Since its inception the Tennessee River Gorge Trust has protected over 17,004 acres of
pristine wilderness within the 27,000 acre Gorge.

The gorge extends from Williams Island to an area near Nickajack Lake.

This area provides habitats for more than a thousand varieties of plants and animals—
including many rare, threatened or endangered species such as the Mountain Skullcap and
the Bald Eagle. In the right hand corner you see a slide of a species that | hope isn’t rare or
endangered. They are TRGT volunteers who do a lot of trash clean up and trail clearing.



What would the process look like?

= Hear from the citizens
= \ote on it and if we move forward:
= Review sample agreements

= Seek public input on uses to include
in agreement

. bDetermine how specific we want to
e

» Draft/Review agreement
= Sign agreement

= Trust would make annual visits to
ensure that terms of agreement are
upheld

This is the beginning of the conversation. We want to get as much public input about this
idea as we can.

Then the council will vote If we voted to move forward we would look at model
agreements between property owners and the trust.

Mr. Brown has already shared with us agreements they have with folks.
We also have examples from the Tennessee Land Trust

In the agreement we want to include potential uses and structures that might be desirable
in the future. Because if it’s not in the agreement, it would not be allowed.

For example, the town might one day want to build a public restroom near the Rainbow
Lake trailhead or additional trails and signage.

We would want to include that in the agreement. We would ask the public to submit their
ideas about future uses to include.

We might consider flexible language, and the trust would decide if the proposal would be
in keeping with the intent of the agreement.



What areas are being considered?

Thirteen parcels that provide important
recreational opportunities, scenic views
and important habitat for plants and
wildlife.

This map shows all the areas we are proposing. We’ll look at them one by one.



Rainbow Lake Wilderness Area

Rainbow Lake. The crown jewel. It has played an important role in the town’s history. CE
James chose to build the Signal Mtn Inn next door to Rainbow Lake and it served as its
recreation center. Later the Alexian brothers held retreats there. For decades it has played
a big role for girl scouts and boy scouts.

Today it has an extensive network of trails and bridges built by Sam Powel and many scouts
and volunteers

Deeded to the town in 1937 by Signal Mountain Estates Company.

Not sure of exact acreage. We'll have to separate it from the golf course. They are on the
same deed and together total 230 acres.

The original deed had a reversion clause, but it was replaced by a later deed that removed
those restrictions. We’re not sure why that happened.



Area Below biuffs from Edwards Pi.
to US 127
l \_\ R,

89 acres This was land the county took possession of because years of back taxes were
owed on it.

Sam Powell saw the importance of this land as part of the River Gorge viewshed and he
also recognized the potential for trails.

He convinced the town (Mayor Summerville) to talk to the county about it. The county
deeded it to the town in 1985.

This land is contiguous to land that the Trust holds easements on.



Parcels on west-side of 127

There are two parcels on left side of highway as you come up the mountain soon after
Welcome to Signal Mountain sign.

Historic Federal road believed to have been built during the Civil Road.



island between Mississippi and
Signal Mountain Blvd.

.79 acres
Front part is James Park Upper part Lena Givens

This park is a beautiful natural feature to have at the southern gateway to our town.



Lot south and
southeast of
CVS

Plans for a foot path that will run from Green Gorge to Rainbow Lake.



Shoal Creek near Palisades

11.5 acres The Avisto family donated Shoal Creek to the town in 1995.

Protecting this area from development is important to both the Shoal Creek and Tennessee
River Watersheds.

It provides a beautiful vista on 127 approaching the town and | think Shoal Creek Road is
the most scenic road we have in the town.

For those of you who don’t know we close it off every Sunday afternoon so that people
can get out and walk it. And they do.



The land
between Norvell
Drive and
Palisades Drive

Lovely neighborhood natural area 3.5 acres donated by Mr. C.O. Hon, Jr. in 1975.



Green Gorge (Coolidge Park)

The Patten family gave this almost thirty acre tract to the town in 1954.

There is reversionary clause in the deed, but as we saw with Rainbow Lake that could
change.

Another problem with a reversionary clause is that there is no one to defend it.

In contrast with a conservation easement, if the town decided it had changed its mind and
wanted to sell part of Green Gorge, the trust would defend the easement.

That’s their job.

This is a beautiful park with lovely trails and bridges. We have Sam Powell, Clyde Womack,
Bill Fronk, Caroline Woerner, Tish Gailmard among others to thank for the work they have
done in the park.



Dogwood Park

3.3 acres This is an example of a lovely natural area with a trail winding through it This
park also serves as a habitat for native plants and wildlife as do all these green spaces.



Wilder Road Gorge

2.1 acres Another example of a lovely green space where nature does best and where
neighborhood children have immediate access to undisturbed nature.



Land between Palisades, Shoal
Creek Road and 127

Almost a 10-acre wooded parcel with magnificent boulders. You can see them from the
highway.



Overlook Park

1.28 acres | think the importance of this piece of land goes without saying.



Has this been done before?

As | mentioned more and more state and local governments are using conservation
easements as a way to protect environmentally & culturally significant public lands.



Tennessee Pubiic Lands with
Conservation Easements

= Bowie Nature Park, Fairview

= Kinzalow Property, Graysville, Rhea & Hamilton
Counties

= Shelby Farms, Shelby County
= Civil War Parks, Franklin
= Stringer’s Ridge, Chattanooga

= Derthick-Witherspoon Land, Signal Mtn.

Bowie Nature Park in Fairview spans over 700 acres
Kinzalow Property over 3,000 acres

Shelby Farms 4500 acres outside of Memphis

In Franklin a series of important Civil War battlefields are protected by conservation
easements and there is an effort to acquire more

Stringer’s Ridge. Instead of the development slated to take place on this scenic ridge, the
Trust for Public Land raised enough money to purchase 37 acres which it deeded to the City
of Chattanooga. The Tennessee River Gorge Trust holds the easement on that land as well
as an adjacent 55 acres still privately owned. This was a heroic effort by all these groups to
protect a 92 acre parcel with significant historic, recreational and scenic value.

In 2000, the Derthick and Witherspoon families generously donated almost 11 acres to the
town with the stipulation that a conservation easement be placed on it. By the way, the
Tennessee River Gorge Trust holds that easement.



= To safeguard land of recreational, scenic, and historical
significance

= To preserve health-enhancing natural areas
» To ensure that children have easy access to nature
= To protect property values

= To honor the land donors

Streams, rock outcroppings, trees trails are a big part of what we are.
Once land is altered, graded, deforested, developed we can never, ever get it back.

Of 24 health problems assessed in a large study in Holland, 15 occurred less often in people
who lived relatively close to green spaces. The difference was greatest for anxiety and
depression, but included many physical diseases as well.

| know that when | drive up the mountain my blood pressure goes down--unless it’s the
second Monday of the month.

Studies show that being in nature is crucial to children’s intellectual, physical and
emotional. The pocket parks that dot our neighborhoods are especially important for
children’s development. They give children easy access to unscheduled time in nature.

People pay more for the great schools and the natural beauty of this mountain.

The folks who donated this land did so to protect it forever.



We do not inherit the earth
from our ancestors, we
borrow it from our
children.

~ Native American
Proverb

We can achieve all of these objectives by protecting these lands in perpetuity with
conservation easements.



Questions?




